A Figure 1. Axial (A ) and coronal (B) CTs dem onstrate the nonspecific soft-tissue mass in the lef t nasal cav ity invo lving the turbinates (arrows). The mass extends into the ethmoid sinus.
A hemangiopericytoma is the result of a rare soft-tissue neopl astic process that can occur in any part of the body. A nasal hemangiopericytoma can appear clinically as an obstructive soft-tissue mass associ ated with epistaxis, as occurred in the case of a 35-yea r-old black woman who came to our institution. Computed tomography (CT) (figure I) and magneti c reso nance imaging (MRI) (figure 2) revealed that a vascularized mass had occupied the left side of her nasal cavity. Complete excision of the mass was performed, and at the 6-month follow-up, there was no evidence of rec urrence.
Heman giopericytomas have been recognized as distinct neoplastic entities since they were originally described in 1942. I These mesenchymal tumors are thought to be derived from peric ytes. 2 Most hemangiopericytomas occur in the lower extremities and retrop eritoneum, but an estimated 15 to 20% occur in the head and neck, including the sinonasal area, larynx, and parapharyngeal soft tissues.' The ethmoid sinuses appear to be the most common site of origin in the head and neck, follow ed by the nasal cavity. These tum ors occur more often during middle age, and there is a slight female preponderan ce. The most common symptoms are nasal obstruction and epistaxis. In its clinical course, a hemangiopericytoma can follow either a malignant or benign path, and local recurrences and metastases have been observe d years after the initial diagnosis. Therefore, postoperative radiotherapy is advocated by some.' 
